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The essential guide to twentieth-century literature around the world For six decades the Penguin Modern Classics series
has been an era-defining, ever-evolving series of books, encompassing works by modernist pioneers, avant-garde
iconoclasts, radical visionaries and timeless storytellers. This reader's companion showcases every title published in the
series so far, with more than 1,800 books and 600 authors, from Achebe and Adonis to Zamyatin and Zweig. It is the
essential guide to twentieth-century literature around the world, and the companion volume to The Penguin Classics
Book. Bursting with lively descriptions, surprising reading lists, key literary movements and over two thousand cover
images, The Penguin Modern Classics Book is an invitation to dive in and explore the greatest literature of the last
hundred years.
'The general uncertainty as to what is really happening makes it easier to cling to lunatic beliefs.' These essays, reviews
and articles illuminate the life and work of one of the most individual writers of this century - a man who created a unique
literary manner from the process of thinking aloud and who elevated political writing to an art. This wonderful collection
includes some of Orwell's longer, major essays and a selection of shorter pieces that include 'A Hanging' and 'Shooting an
Elephant'.
Ralph Waldo Emerson was an American essayist, lecturer, and poet who led the Transcendentalist movement of the mid
19th century. He was seen as a champion of individualism and a prescient critic of the countervailing pressures of society,
and he disseminated his thoughts through dozens of published essays & correspondence and more than 1,500 public
lectures and speeches across the United States. Ralph Waldo Emerson's essays & correspondence and speeches
encompasses a number of subjects, never espousing fixed philosophical tenets, but developing certain ideas such as
individuality, freedom, the ability of humankind to realize almost anything, and the relationship between the soul and the
surrounding world. Ralph Waldo Emerson wrote most of his important essays as lectures and speeches first, then revised
them for print. This anthology volume contains Ralph Waldo Emerson's Nature and it also includes his first two collections
of essays, Essays: First and Second Series which were originally published in 1841 and 1844 respectively. Nature, and
Essays: First and Second Series represent the core of Ralph Waldo Emerson's thinking, and include his well known essays
Self-Reliance, History, Spiritual Laws, and Love, just to name a few. In Nature, Ralph Waldo Emerson puts forth the
foundation of transcendentalism, a belief system that espouses a non-traditional appreciation of nature. Whether derived
from an Emerson speech, lecture, essay, or correspondence, this edition of Ralph Waldo Emerson's work is an invaluable
literature compilation.
This book investigates who Lady Godiva was, how the story of her naked horseback ride through Coventry arose, and how
the whole Godiva legend has evolved from the thirteenth century through to the present day. Traces the erotic myth of
Lady Godiva back to its medieval origins. Based on scholarly research but written to be accessible to general readers.
Combines history, literature, art and folklore. Focuses on the twin themes of voyeurism and medievalism. Contributes to
our understanding of cultural history, medievalism and the history of sexuality.
Revised and Updated
Against Interpretation
A Collection Of Essays
Politics and the English Language
Selected Essays, Poems and Other Writings

A selection of essays on writing and reading by the master short-fiction writer Lydia
Davis Lydia Davis is a writer whose originality, influence, and wit are beyond compare.
Jonathan Franzen has called her “a magician of self-consciousness,” while Rick Moody
hails her as "the best prose stylist in America." And for Claire Messud, “Davis's signal
gift is to make us feel alive.” Best known for her masterful short stories and
translations, Davis’s gifts extend equally to her nonfiction. In Essays One, Davis has,
for the first time, gathered a selection of essays, commentaries, and lectures composed
over the past five decades. In this first of two volumes, her subjects range from her
earliest influences to her favorite short stories, from John Ashbery’s translation of
Rimbaud to Alan Cote’s painting, and from the Shepherd’s Psalm to early tourist
photographs. On display is the development and range of one of the sharpest, most
capacious minds writing today.
An Essay on Typography was first published in 1931, instantly recognized as a classic,
and has long been unavailable. It represents Gill at his best: opinionated, fustian, and
consistently humane. It is his only major work on typography and remains indispensable
for anyone interested in the art of letter forms and the presentation of graphic
information. This manifesto, however, is not only about letters "š€š" their form, fit,
and function "š€š" but also about man's role in an industrial society. As Gill wrote
later, it was his chief object "to describe two worlds "š€š" that of industrialism and
that of the human workman "š€š" and to define their limits." His thinking about type is
still provocative. Here are the seeds of modern advertising: unjustified lines, tight
word and letter spacing, ample leading. Here is vintage Gill, as polemical as he is
practical, as much concerned about the soul of man as the work of man; as much obsessed
by the ends as by the means.
Selections from one of the greatest essayists of the Graeco-Roman world Plutarch used an
encyclopedic knowledge of the Roman Empire to produce a compelling and individual voice.
In this superb selection from his writings, he offers personal insights into moral
subjects that include the virtue of listening, the danger of flattery and the avoidance
of anger, alongside more speculative essays on themes as diverse as God's slowness to
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punish man, the use of reason by supposedly "irrational" animals and the death of his own
daughter. Brilliantly informed, these essays offer a treasure-trove of ancient wisdom,
myth and philosophy, and a powerful insight into a deeply intelligent man. For more than
seventy years, Penguin has been the leading publisher of classic literature in the
English-speaking world. With more than 1,700 titles, Penguin Classics represents a global
bookshelf of the best works throughout history and across genres and disciplines. Readers
trust the series to provide authoritative texts enhanced by introductions and notes by
distinguished scholars and contemporary authors, as well as up-to-date translations by
award-winning translators.
George Orwell set out ‘to make political writing into an art’, and to a wide extent this
aim shaped the future of English literature – his descriptions of authoritarian regimes
helped to form a new vocabulary that is fundamental to understanding totalitarianism.
While 1984 and Animal Farm are amongst the most popular classic novels in the English
language, this new series of Orwell’s essays seeks to bring a wider selection of his
writing on politics and literature to a new readership. In Politics and the English
Language, the second in the Orwell’s Essays series, Orwell takes aim at the language used
in politics, which, he says, ‘is designed to make lies sound truthful and murder
respectable, and to give an appearance of solidity to pure wind’. In an age where the
language used in politics is constantly under the microscope, Orwell’s Politics and the
English Language is just as relevant today, and gives the reader a vital understanding of
the tactics at play. 'A writer who can – and must – be rediscovered with every age.' —
Irish Times
Essays and Aphorisms
The Penguin Modern Classics Book
Selected Essays and Notebooks
Selected Essays
A Novel
EssaysPenguin UK
This third essay collection by America's leading essayist brings together her most important critical writing from 1972 to 1980, in
which she explores some of the most influential artists and thinkers of our time.
First published in 1967, Death Kit--Susan Sontag's second novel--is a classic of modern fiction. Blending realism and dream, it
offers a passionate exploration of the recesses of the American conscience.
This “brilliant collection of essays” and travelogues by the celebrated author of Invisible Cities “may change the way you see the
world around you” (The Guardian, UK). Italo Calvino’s boundless curiosity and ingenious imagination are displayed in peak form in
Collection of Sand, his last collection of new works published during his lifetime. Delving into the delights of the visual
world—both in art and travel—the subjects of these 38 essays range from cuneiform and antique maps to Mexican temples and
Japanese gardens. In Calvino’s words, this collection is “a diary of travels, of course, but also of feelings, states of mind,
moods…The fascination of a collection lies just as much in what it reveals as in what it conceals of the secret urge that led to its
creation” (from Collection of Sand). Never before translated into English, Collection of Sand is an incisive and often surprising
meditation on observation and knowledge, “beautifully translated by Martin McLaughlin” (The Guardian, UK).
Organization, Environment, and Police Styles in Selected American Cities
The Decay of Lying: And Other Essays
Where the Stress Falls
Is God Happy?
Less Than One

The late Leszek Kolakowski was one of the most influential philosophers of the twentieth century. A prominent anticommunist
writer, Kolakowski was also a deeply humanistic thinker, and his meditations on society, religion, morality, and culture stand
alongside his political writings as commentaries on intellectual—and everyday—life in the twentieth century. Kolakowski’s
extraordinary empathy, humor, and erudition are on full display in Is God Happy?, the first collection of his work to be published
since his death in 2009. Accessible and wide ranging, these essays—many of them translated into English for the first time—testify
to the remarkable scope of Kolakowski’s work. From a provocative and deeply felt critique of Marxist ideology to the witty and selfeffacing “In Praise of Unpunctuality” to a rigorous analysis of Erasmus’ model of Christianity and the future of religion, these
essays distill Kolakowski’s lifelong engagement with the eternal problems of philosophy and some of the most vital questions of
our age.
Alexis de Tocqueville's Democracy in America (De la démocratie en Amérique) is a classic text detailing the United States of the
1830s, showing a primarily favorable view by Tocqueville as he compares it to his native France. Considered to be an important
account of the U.S. democratic system, it has become a classic work in the fields of political science and history. It quickly became
popular in both the United States and Europe. Democracy in America was first published as two volumes, one in 1835 and the
other in 1840; both are included in this edition.
A brief meditation on the role of technology in his own life and how it has changed the landscape of the United States from
"America's greatest philosopher on sustainable life and living" (Chicago Tribune). "A number of people, by now, have told me that I
could greatly improve things by buying a computer. My answer is that I am not going to do it. I have several reasons, and they are
good ones." Wendell Berry first challenged the idea that our advanced technological age is a good thing when he penned "Why I
Am Not Going to Buy a Computer" in the late 1980s for Harper's Magazine, galvanizing a critical reaction eclipsing any the
magazine had seen before. He followed by responding with "Feminism, the Body, and the Machine." Both essays are collected in
one short volume for the first time.
Ralph Waldo Emerson believed that an appreciation of its vast natural resources would become the foundation of American
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culture. His assertion that human thought and actions proceed from nature, was a radical departure from the traditional European
emphasis on domesticating nature to suit human needs. His philosophy is rich in common natural scenes of daily life, and
expresses the inherent harmony between man and nature. This collection brings together 15 of Emerson's most significant essays,
including "Nature", "The American Scholar", "Self-reliance" and "The Transcendentalist", as well as his assessments of Montaigne,
Napoleon and Thoreau.
Frank Sinatra Has a Cold
Lady Godiva
Down and Out in London and Paris and the Road to Wigan Pier
Nature and Selected Essays
Styles of Radical Will
Gay Talese is the father of American New Journalism, who transformed traditional reportage with his vivid
scene-setting, sharp observation and rich storytelling. His 1966 piece for Esquire, one of the most celebrated
magazine articles ever published, describes a morose Frank Sinatra silently nursing a glass of bourbon,
struck down with a cold and unable to sing, like 'Picasso without paint, Ferrari without fuel - only worse'. The
other writings in this selection include a description of a meeting between two legends, Fidel Castro and
Muhammad Ali; a brilliantly witty dissection of the offices of Vogue magazine; an account of travelling to
Ireland with hellraiser Peter O'Toole; and a profile of fading baseball star Joe DiMaggio, which turns into a
moving, immaculately-crafted meditation on celebrity.
One of Germany's greatest poets, Johann Christian Friedrich Hölderlin (1770-1843) was also a prose writer of
intense feeling, intelligence and perception. This new translation of selected letters and essays traces the life
and thoughts of this extraordinary writer. Hölderlin's letters to friends and fellow writers such as Hegel,
Schiller and Goethe describe his development as a poet, while those written to his family speak with great
passion of his beliefs and aspirations, as well as revealing money worries and, finally, the tragic unravelling
of his sanity. These works examine Hölderlin's great preoccupations - the unity of existence, the relationship
between art and nature and, above all, the spirit of the writer.
Styles of Radical Will, Susan Sontag's second collection of essays, extends the investigations she undertook
in Against Interpretation with essays on film, literature, politics, and a groundbreaking study of pornography.
In 'The Decay of Lying' Oscar Wilde uses his decadent ideology in an attempt to reverse and therefore reject
his audiences' 'normal' conceptualizations of nature, art and morality. Wilde's views of life and art are
illustrated through the use of Platonic dialogue where the character Vivian takes on the persona of Wilde.
Wilde's goal is to subvert the norm by reversing its values. Wilde suggests to us that society is wrong, not
him. Calling on diverse examples - from Ancient Greek sculpture to contemporary paintings - Oscar Wilde's
brilliant essay creates a witty, paradoxical world in which the only Art worth loving is that built on complete
untruths.
Under the Sign of Saturn
And Other Essays
Narrative Essays
Twenty-five Great Essays
This collection of essays amply demonstrates the wide range of the poet's interests and includes essays on poetry, politics, and literature and
his memoir of life in Leningrad
This selection from his essays. Lyrical and Critical, and from his private notebooks aims to present Camus as a writer and literary critic, as
well as Camus the individual.
Includes the essay "Notes on Camp," the inspiration for the 2019 exhibition Notes on Fashion: Camp at the Costume Institute of the
Metropolitan Museum of Art Against Interpretation was Susan Sontag's first collection of essays and is a modern classic. Originally published
in 1966, it has never gone out of print and has influenced generations of readers all over the world. It includes the groundbreaking essays
"Notes on Camp" and "Against Interpretation," as well as her impassioned discussions of Sartre, Camus, Simone Weil, Godard, Beckett, LeviStrauss, science-fiction movies, psychoanalysis, and contemporary religious thought. This edition has a new afterword, "Thirty Years Later,"
in which Sontag restates the terms of her battle against philistinism and against ethical shallowness and indifference.
In this bestselling compilation of essays, written in the clear-eyed, uncompromising language for which he is famous, Orwell discusses with
vigor such diverse subjects as his boyhood schooling, the Spanish Civil War, Henry Miller, British imperialism, and the profession of writing.
Orwell and Politics
A Literary History of the Legend
Styles of Urban Policing
Essays, Speeches & Public Letters
Death Kit
"Shooting an Elephant and Other Essays" is a collection of 23 essays by George Orwell. Eric Arthur Blair (25 June 1903 – 21 January 1950),
known by his pen name George Orwell, was an English novelist, essayist, journalist and critic. His work is characterised by lucid prose,
biting social criticism, opposition to totalitarianism, and outspoken support of democratic socialism. Included in this collection: - Why I
Write - The Spike - A Hanging - Shooting an Elephant - Bookshop Memories - Charles Dickens - Boys’ Weeklies - My Country Right or Left Looking Back on the Spanish War - In Defence of English Cooking - Good Bad Books - The Sporting Spirit - Nonsense Poetry - The
Prevention of Literature - Books v. Cigarettes - Decline of the English Murder - Some Thoughts on the Common Toad - Confessions of a
Book Reviewer - Politics v. Literature: An Examination of Gulliver's Travels - How the Poor Die - Such, Such Were the Joys - Reflections on
Gandhi - Politics and the English Language
Twenty-Five Great Essays provides an outstanding collection of classic and contemporary writing as part of Longman's Penguin
Academics Series of low-cost, high-quality offerings intended for use in introductory college courses. This brief reader features a
collection of eminently teachable and rewarding essays for today's college composition courses. Combining commonly taught, classic
essays with the best of contemporary writing, Twenty-Five Great Essays provides flexible options for every composition classroom. The
selections are diverse in both subject matter and authorship. They have been chosen as models of good writing, as well as for their
usefulness as springboards for student writing. An introductory section informs students about the characteristics of the essay form and
offers instruction both on reading essays critically and on the process of writing effective essays.
These essays, reviews and articles illuminate the life and work of one of the most individual writers of this century - a man who created a
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unique literary manner from the process of thinking aloud and who elevated political writing to an art.
This volume contains a generous selection from the essays Johnson published twice weekly as 'The Rambler' in the early 1750s. It was
here that he first created the literary character and forged the distinctive prose style that established him as a public figure. Also included
here is the best of Johnson's later journalism, including essays from the periodicals 'The Adventurer' and 'The Idler'.
Why I Am Not Going to Buy a Computer
An Essay on Typography
Volumes I & II
Essays
Essays One

This work has been selected by scholars as being culturally important and is part of the knowledge base of
civilization as we know it. This work is in the public domain in the United States of America, and possibly other
nations. Within the United States, you may freely copy and distribute this work, as no entity (individual or
corporate) has a copyright on the body of the work. Scholars believe, and we concur, that this work is important
enough to be preserved, reproduced, and made generally available to the public. To ensure a quality reading
experience, this work has been proofread and republished using a format that seamlessly blends the original
graphical elements with text in an easy-to-read typeface. We appreciate your support of the preservation
process, and thank you for being an important part of keeping this knowledge alive and relevant.
Compiled, edited, and newly revised by Ralph Ellison’s literary executor, John F. Callahan, this Modern Library
Paperback Classic includes posthumously discovered reviews, criticism, and interviews, as well as the essay
collections Shadow and Act (1964), hailed by Robert Penn Warren as “a body of cogent and subtle commentary
on the questions that focus on race,” and Going to the Territory (1986), an exploration of literature and folklore,
jazz and culture, and the nature and quality of lives that black Americans lead. “Ralph Ellison,” wrote Stanley
Crouch, “reached across race, religion, class and sex to make us all Americans.”
Collection of non-fiction prose provides a look at another facet of the American novelist's literary talent
George Orwell is a difficult author to summarize. He was a would-be revolutionary who went to Eton, a political
writer who abhorred dogma, a socialist who thrived on his image as a loner, and a member of the Indian Civil
Service who chronicled the iniquities of imperialism. Both the books in this volume were published in the 1930s,
a "a low, dishonest decade," as his coeval W.H. Auden described it. Orwell's subjects in Down and Out in Paris
and Londonand The Road to Wigan Pierare the political and social upheavals of his time. He focusses on the
sense of profound injustice, incipient violence, and malign betrayal that were ubiquitous in Europe in the 1930s.
Orwell's honesty, courage, and sense of decency are inextricably bound up with the quasi-colloquial style that
imbues his work with its extraordinary power. His descriptions of working in the slums of Paris, living the life of
a tramp in England, and digging for coal with miners in the Midlands make for a thoughtful, riveting account of
the lives of the working poor and of one man's search for the truth. Our edition includes the following essays:
Marrakech; How the Poor Die; Antisemitism in Britain; Notes on Nationalism
Emerson: Selected Essays
Essays and Letters
The Collected Essays of Ralph Ellison
Democracy in America
Facing Unpleasant Facts
Including Animal Farm 'Orwell is the most influential political writer of the twentieth century' New
York Review of Books Throughout his life George Orwell aimed, in his words, to make 'political writing
into an art'. This collection brings together the best of his matchless political essays and journalism
with his timeless satire on totalitarianism, Animal Farm. It includes articles on subjects from the
corruption of language to the oppressive British Empire; his masterly wartime Socialist polemic, 'The
Lion and the Unicorn'; a wry review of Mein Kampf; a defence of Nineteen Eighty-Four; and extracts from
his controversial list of 'Crypto-Communists'. Together these works demonstrate Orwell's commitment to
telling the truth, however unpalatable, and doing so with artistry and humanity. Edited by Peter
Davison with an Introduction by Timothy Garton Ash
The works collected in this volume provide an illuminating introduction to George Eliot's incisive
views on religion, art and science, and the nature and purpose of fiction. Essays such as 'Evangelical
Teaching' show her rejecting her earlier religious beliefs, while 'Woman in France' questions
conventional ideas about female virtues and marriage, and 'Notes on Form in Art' sets out theories of
idealism and realism that she developed further in Middlemarch and Daniel Deronda. It also includes
selections from Eliot's translations of works by Strauss and Feuerbach that challenged many ideas about
Christianity; excerpts from her poems; and reviews of writers such as Wollstonecraft, Goethe and
Browning. Wonderfully rich in imagery and observations, these pieces reveal the intellectual
development of this most challenging and rewarding of writers.
It is not possible for any thinking person to live in such a society as our own without wanting to
change it. George Orwell was one of the most celebrated essayists in the English language, and there
are quite a few of his essays which are probably better known than any of his other writings apart from
Animal Farm and Nineteen Eighty-Four. Stefan Collini presents a collection of Orwell's longer, major
essays as well as a selection of shorter pieces, arranged into three categories: Personal/Descriptive,
Literary, and Political.
Susan Sontag has said that her earliest idea of what a writer should be was "someone who is interested
in everything." Thirty-five years after her first collection of essays, the now classic Against
Interpretation, our most important essayist has chosen more than forty longer and shorter pieces from
the last two decades that illustrate a deeply felt, kaleidoscopic array of interests, passions,
observations, and ideas. "Reading" offers ardent, freewheeling considerations of talismanic writers
from her own private canon, such as Marina Tsvetaeva, Randall Jarrell, Roland Barthes, Machado de
Assis, W. G. Sebald, Borges, and Elizabeth Hardwick. "Seeing" is a series of luminous and incisive
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encounters with film, dance, photography, painting, opera, and theatre. And in the final section,
"There and Here," Sontag explores some of her own commitments: to the work (and activism) of
conscience, to the concreteness of historical understanding, and to the vocation of the writer. Where
the Stress Falls records a great American writer's urgent engagement with some of the most significant
aesthetic and moral issues of the late twentieth century, and provides a brilliant and clear-eyed
appraisal of what is at stake, in this new century, in the survival of that inheritance.
Shooting an Elephant and Other Essays
Collection of Sand

Essays by the author of 1984 on topics from “remembrances of working in a bookshop [to] recollections of fighting in the Spanish
Civil War” (Publishers Weekly). George Orwell was first and foremost an essayist, producing throughout his life an extraordinary
array of short nonfiction that reflected—and illuminated—the fraught times in which he lived. “As soon as he began to write
something,” comments George Packer in his foreword, “it was as natural for Orwell to propose, generalize, qualify, argue, judge—in
short, to think—as it was for Yeats to versify or Dickens to invent.” Facing Unpleasant Facts charts Orwell’s development as a
master of the narrative-essay form and unites such classics as “Shooting an Elephant” with lesser-known journalism and passages
from his wartime diary. Whether detailing the horrors of Orwell’s boyhood in an English boarding school or bringing to life the
sights, sounds, and smells of the Spanish Civil War, these essays weave together the personal and the political in an unmistakable
style that is at once plainspoken and brilliantly complex. “Best known for his late-career classics Animal Farm and 1984, George
Orwell—who used his given name, Eric Blair, in the earliest pieces of this collection aimed at the aficionado as well as the general
reader—was above all a polemicist of the first rank. Organized chronologically, from 1931 through the late 1940s, these in-your-face
writings showcase the power of this literary form.” —Publishers Weekly, starred review
Schopenhauer believed that human action is determined not by reason but by 'will' - the blind and irrational desire for physical
existence. These writings depict individuals struggling in a Godless world, in which art, morality and self-awareness are our only
salvation. They are a searing vision of the human condition.
One of the greatest philosophers of the nineteenth century, Schopenhauer (1788-1860) believed that human action is determined not
by reason but by 'will' - the blind and irrational desire for physical existence. This selection of his writings on religion, ethics,
politics, women, suicide, books and many other themes is taken from Schopenhauer's last work, Parerga and Paralipomena, which he
published in 1851. These pieces depict humanity as locked in a struggle beyond good and evil, and each individual absolutely free
within a Godless world, in which art, morality and self-awareness are our only salvation. This innovative - and pessimistic - view has
proved powerfully influential upon philosophy and art, directly affecting the work of Nietzsche, Wittgenstein and Wagner among
others.
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